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NCPDP REPORTS RECORD GROWTH IN MEMBERSHIP IN 2008 AND 
PREDICTS BANNER YEAR IN 2009 

 
Advocacy and leadership create best practices in national pharmacy data standards and 

adoption of ePrescribing  
 
 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ − Feb. 2, 2009 − The National Council for Prescription Drug 

Programs (NCPDP) announced today record breaking membership and achievements in 

2008 as industry leaders joined together to build critical standards and infrastructure to 

accelerate the adoption of electronic prescribing and best practices in healthcare 

information technology.  

 

NCPDP President, Lee Ann Stember, expects the momentum to grow even stronger in 

2009 as the council plans to focus on developing standards in the areas of tax 

advantage accounts, medication therapy management, electronic prescribing functional 

profiles, enhancing existing standards for clinical information exchanges, formulary and 

benefit information, 340B pharmacies, patient instructions (Sig), and prior authorization 

processing. 

 

Among its 2008 achievements: 

• NCPDP’s Telecommunication Standard and Batch Standard, along with the ASC 
X12N 5010 TR3s were named in the HIPAA Final Rule by the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS).  The compliance date of the standards is 
January 1, 2012.   

• NCPDP’s Medicaid Subrogation Standard was also named as a new standard in 
the Final Rule.  The compliance date of the Medicaid Subrogation Standard is 
January 1, 2012 (January 1, 2013 for small health plans). 

• Based on industry testimony, the National Committee on Vital and Health 
Statistics (NCVHS) recommended last May that HHS adopt the NCPDP SCRIPT 
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Standard Version 10.5 for voluntary use in the long-term care environment, which 
was approved in June 2008. 

 
• NCPDP’s joint forum with CMS, in conjunction with NCPDP Work Group 

meetings, provided updates and answer questions regarding new developments 
for Medicare Part D and Medicaid topics. 

 
• NCPDP held industry forums to review the implementation of the first two phases 

of the CMS tamper-resistant regulations and the discuss steps necessary to 
ensure a smooth transition into the two stage implementation.  As a result, 
industry guidelines for copy, erasure/modification, and counterfeit resistance 
have been clarified for the industry.  
 

• NCPDP’s Emergency Preparedness Committee was instrumental in providing 
guidance to the pharmacy industry during 2008’s Hurricane Ike and wildfire 
season, assisting healthcare industry providers with resource information for 
eligibility claims processing affecting displaced individuals. 

 
• The launch of NCPDP dataQ™, a web-based solution that provides healthcare 

stakeholders with the most up-to-date and in-depth pharmacy information 
available for streamlined electronic claims processing.  

 
• Enhancements to HCIdea™, based on close collaboration with state Medicaid 

programs to improve NCPDP’s relational database that is used by pharmacies, 
PBMs and others to identify and authenticate prescribing physicians, as well as 
facilitate claims submission and processing, drug utilization reviews, encounter 
data reporting and fraud and abuse surveillance. 

 

Stember stated, “Our achievements underscore our strong commitment to partnering 

with members and other industry stakeholders to address the inefficiencies arising from 

the health system’s fragmented nature. NCPDP is looking forward to another productive 

and exciting year.” 

 
 
About NCPDP 
Founded in 1977, NCPDP is a not-for-profit, ANSI-accredited, Standards Development 

Organization with about 1600 members representing virtually every sector of the 

pharmacy services industry.  Our diverse membership provides leadership and 

healthcare business solutions through education and standards, created using the 

consensus building process.  NCPDP has been named in federal legislation, including 

HIPAA and the MMA.  NCPDP members have created standards such as the 

Telecommunication Standard and Batch Standard, the SCRIPT Standard for 

ePrescribing, the Manufacturers Rebate Standard and more to improve communication 

within the pharmacy industry.  Our data services include NCPDP dataQ, the trusted 
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source for intelligent pharmacy data and HCIdea, the prescriber identity solution.  For 

more information about NCPDP Standards, Database Services, Educational Programs 

and Work Group Meetings, go online at www.ncpdp.org or call (480) 477-1000.    
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