
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

NCPDP Reports 40th Anniversary Conference Highlights 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ – May 11, 2017 – NCPDP announced today highlights from its 40th Anniversary 
Conference. The annual event showcased NCPDP’s milestone achievements over the past 40 years – 
improving the healthcare experience for patients and providers; improving administrative efficiencies 
and access to clinical data with its ANSI-accredited industry standards; and the positive impact of 
NCPDP’s best practices industry guidance. 

The conference opened with a 40th Anniversary Champagne Brunch. NCPDP President, Lee Ann 
Stember, its Chair, Perry Lewis, and Vice Chair, John Hill, provided an entertaining and informative look 
back at the past 40 years, with a glimpse of what is ahead for the organization. “The past informs the 
future,” Stember said.  “We have proven that NCPDP is an agile organization with a clear vision and 
purpose. As we proudly look back at our accomplishments, we can also look forward with excitement 
and confidence, knowing that we will continue to make a mark on improving healthcare and fortifying 
patient safety.”  

Keynote Speakers, Robert Channing, who dazzled conference goers with his Imagination Into Art™, and 
Paul Moya, who delivered powerful insights on engaging Millennials, gave interactive, inspiring and 
thought-provoking presentations to the diverse audience of healthcare and pharmacy industry 
stakeholders. Featured speaker, Doug Long, presented his highly anticipated IMS Market Trends Report. 

During the conference, Stember announced the ONC’s (Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT) 
interest in helping to fast-track a mandate for SCRIPT 2016071, the newest version of NCPDP’s SCRIPT 
ePrescribing Standard. She also discussed NCPDP’s EDvocacy initiative, its next level strategic planning 
process, and how NCPDP is creating a path to leadership for emerging professionals.  

Other conference highlights include: 

• John W. Hill, MBA, HCM, Vice President, Business Planning, Argus Health Systems, Inc., was 
appointed Chair of the NCPDP Board of Trustees. 

• Charles Reed, GVP, Pharmacy Innovation & Solutions, AmerisourceBergen | Elevate Provider 
Network, was appointed Vice Chair of the NCPDP Board of Trustees. 

• NCPDP named Mara N. Mitchel, SVP, Strategic Operations, Magellan Rx Management, as 
recipient of its prestigious TIME (The Individual Member Excellence) Award. 

• RADM Pamela Schweitzer, Pharm.D., BCACP, was honored with the NCPDP Champion Award 
• Alan Gardner, MBA, RxResults, LLC, was presented the Benjamin D. Ward Distinguished Member 

Award.  
• Tolu Akinwale, Pharm.D., Walgreen Co., received the Rising Star Award. 
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Also during the conference, RADM Pamela Schweitzer, Pharm.D., BCACP, presented Lee Ann Stember 
with a picture entitled, “Contributions to Public Health,” in appreciation of NCPDP’s support of the U.S. 
Public Health Service Commissioned Corps and its mission to protect and promote the advance the 
health and safety of our Nation. RADM Pamela Schweitzer explained, “The artist for the painting is Vicki 
Babb. She is the wife of a retired admiral, John Babb, who was oversaw our response in 9/11 and 
Katrina. She wanted to create a lasting reminder of contributions of public health in our Nation.” 

RADM Pamela Schweitzer said that NCPDP’s work “addressing IT solutions in the opioid epidemic, 
immunizations, emergency preparedness and antibiotic stewardship are so appreciated. These projects 
are successful because of partnerships and collaborations between all of us.” 

NCPDP’s 2018 Annual Technology & Business Conference will be held May 7-9, 2018, at the Westin 
Kierland Resort & Spa in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

For high resolution photos of NCPDP Award recipients and the “Contributions to Public Health” picture, 
visit: https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncpdp/. 

Download NCPDP’s 2016 Annual Report, Where Competition Gives Way to Collaboration for the 
Common Good, at http://ncpdp.org/About-Us/Annual Reports.  

About NCPDP 
Founded in 1977, NCPDP is a not-for-profit, ANSI-accredited, Standards Development Organization with 
approximately 1,500 members representing virtually every sector of the pharmacy services industry. Our 
diverse membership provides leadership and healthcare business solutions through education and 
standards, created using the consensus building process. NCPDP has been named in federal legislation, 
including HIPAA, MMA, and HITECH. NCPDP members have created standards such as the 
Telecommunication Standard and Batch Standard, the SCRIPT Standard for ePrescribing, the 
Manufacturers Rebate Standard and more to improve communication within the pharmacy industry. 
Our data products include dataQ®, a robust database of information on more than 80,000 pharmacies, 
resQ™, an industry pharmacy credentialing resource, and HCIdea®, an innovative prescriber database 
that provides continually updated information on more than 2.5 million prescribers. NCPDP's RxReconn® 
is a legislative tracking product for real-time monitoring of pharmacy-related state and national 
legislative and regulatory activity. For more information about NCPDP Standards, Data Services, 
Products, Educational Programs and Work Group meetings, go online at http://www.ncpdp.org or call 
480.477.1000. 
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